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Warmly, 
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Presentations on the Artisans &  Kings  exhibit 
 
Melora McDermott-Lewis will give three presentations in Sharp Auditorium on the traveling exhibition of treasures from the 
Louvre.  You can register on DAM’s website by clicking on the DAM University link (http://training.denverartmuseum.org) 
or just call 720-865-5000 and press “0” to register by phone.   
 
 Wednesday, September 5   --     2:00 –  3:00 am 
 Thursday, September 6       --     1:00 --  2:00 p m 
 Saturday, September 15      --   10:00 – 11:00 am 
 
This first international exhibition in the Hamilton Building will feature more than 125 paintings, sculptures, and decorative 
arts representing works from the reigns of Louis XIV, XV, and XVI.  Originally the private possessions of the monarchs, 
the Louvre’s royal collections were appropriated by the state during the French Revolution and became the core of the 
museum’s holdings in 1793.  Exhibition highlights include works by such masters as Bernini, Van Dyck, Poussin, 
Rembrandt, Rubens, Titian and Velazquez. 

 

As part of the DAM’s innovative educational initiatives, the Artisans & Kings exhibition will feature working metalsmiths, 
porcelain painters, and weavers in a stage-like demonstration area.  These tradesmen will reveal the creative processes 
used centuries ago in the design and manufacture of the objects on view. 
 

 
The Infanta Marqarita 

Diego Velazquez 
 

Artisans & Kings:  Selected Treasures from the Louv re 
October 6, 2007 –  January 6, 2008 

 
 
 

 
 The Museum Shop will be filled with items relating to the Louvre and Paris!  In store now are:  
  
 Artisans & Kings: Selected treasures from the Louvre, hardcover book $35.00 
 The Kings Drawings, hardcover book $35.00 
 Boxed notecards (20) $15.00  
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Vicki Sterling, our Assistant Director, answers a f ew of our questions 
 
Tell us a little about your background. 
I was raised in Brooklyn, New York and then moved to New York City when I was 14.  I went to a private school in 
Brooklyn called Adelphi Academy and overlapped with our Volunteer President Jo Ann Schwartz.  I graduated from 
Harvard University in 1969 with a degree in Social Relations and moved to Denver in 1973 when my former husband went 
on the faculty of the Lamont School of Music at D.U.  My son, Sam was born in New York and my daughter Elizabeth here 
in Colorado. From my early days here, I was always involved with the arts – first the Lamont School of Music at D.U. and 
Young Audiences. In the mid-80’s, I became the first executive director of Colorado Business Committee for the Arts 
whose mission was to broaden the base of business support for all the arts in Colorado. Over the nine years there, I 
worked on the passage of the Scientific and Cultural Facilities District and started the Economic Impact Study of the arts 
in metro Denver. In 1994, I married Harry Sterling who I met at the Denver Art Museum and with whom I have continued 
to enjoy the arts in Colorado. Today between us, we have 5 children and 7 – soon to be 9 – grandchildren. 

When did you come to the Denver Art Museum? 
I came to the Denver Art Museum in 1995 to work in the Development office. Then in 1996, Lewis asked me to come to 
work directly for him to help with “Special Projects.” It has been an exciting ride ever since. I had the opportunity and 
challenge to bring Kevin Taylor and Palettes to the Denver Art Museum when we were completing the first floor 
renovations in North, to work with Mary K. Dillon and Peter Tom on the early days of events in Schlessman Hall, to staff 
the museum efforts to reach out into the community with the birth of CultureHaus, Art Connection, African American and 
Latino Outreach Committees and to take a lead role with Lewis in developing the case for the 1999 bond issue for the 
museum expansion. Over the years, I have been the museum’s liaison to the city council as well as assisted in other 
government relations. I was very involved in the development of the plans for the expansion, the selection process for the 
architect, and helped facilitate the relationships between the museum, the city and the architects. 

How would you describe your life at the Denver Art Museum? 
Over the 12 years I have been at the museum, I have loved working with the director, the staff, the art and the volunteers. 
Having observed and participated in the Denver arts community for over 30 years, I have seen the growth and 
development of Denver as a cultural destination. Since Lewis’ arrival here in 1989, the DAM has become an anchor of 
that development. The museum has grown in every way. The unique relationships between the educators and the 
curators, the addition of many objects and collections, the increase in access to traveling exhibitions and of course, the 
completion of the Hamilton Building have made this an exciting place to be.  And the volunteers have been a vital 
constant at this museum. I love coming over to the museum and being welcomed by the greeters at the front door and in 
the shop. I love walking through the galleries and seeing our extraordinary docents engaging children and adults with the 
collections. I love hearing about the phenomenal work that goes on in conservation and I love seeing the flowers sprinkled 
throughout the buildings. 

What fuels your enthusiasm for the museum? 
One of my greatest pleasures working at the museum is spending time in the galleries and at the entrance on our busy 
days – to see new visitors discover the museum for the first time gives me enormous pleasure. 

What piece of art would you take home? 
Actually – I would like to work out a rotating program because there are so many I would love to have…but one of many 
favorite pieces is the painting by Maria Van Oosterwyck, a 17th century flower painting on the sixth floor in the North 
Building. The detail in the flowers, the relationship among them and the colors delight me every time…and I love that this 
woman was a recognized artist in the 17th century.  But that is just one of many objects I enjoy. I must say whether it is 
tagging on to a tour, trying out one of the children’s programs or just sitting and taking in the art, I continue to marvel at 
and enjoy all of our collections. 

What has been your most unusual task ? 
Helping Daniel Libeskind don his titanium jacket for the opening party. 

Any last words for the volunteers? 
A great big salute to all of you for all you do to make this one of the world’s most friendly accessible art museums. You are 
terrific and we all totally appreciate all you do – and we know we could not be successful without you! 
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The Volunteer Endowment Fund 
Would you like to help the Denver Art Museum purchase a work of art and at the same time honor a friend or a relative or 
even perhaps yourself? 

The Denver Art Museum Volunteer Endowment Fund is comprised of contributions made by volunteers, staff and councils 
and their family and friends.  Contributions may be made: 
 

�� to fund any special occasion—birthdays, anniversaries, graduations, holidays, a special thank you, etc. 

�� to honor and support a relative or friend 

�� to recognize dedicated service of retiring volunteers 

�� to serve as a memorial in memory of a deceased volunteer or a departed friend or relative 

Funds are maintained through the Denver Art Museum Foundation and annual distribution of interest monies are used to 
support acquisitions.  The Denver Art Museum Director, Lewis Sharp, will evaluate curator requests and needs.  
Recommendations are then forwarded to the Volunteer Executive Board.  Funds from this endowment have supported the 
acquisition of twelve objects, including “Snow Flurry” by Alexander Calder, a Native American Cradle and a New World 
Mayan Vase.   

Envelopes used to make a contribution to the Volunteer Endowment Fund are kept on top of the file cabinet in the 
Volunteer Office just outside the office of Jo Ann Schwartz, Volunteer President.  An announcement of your gift without 
reference to amount will be sent to the person(s) you indicate; acknowledgement of your tax-deductible contribution will 
be sent to you.  Gifts may be made for any amount; past contributions have been made for $15, $20, $25, $50 and up.  If 
you have any questions or would like to have an envelope sent directly to you, please contact Pam Whiteside, Volunteer 
Executive Board Treasurer at pwhites874@aol.com or 303.978.9857. 
 
Buy grocery certificates – 5% comes back to us! 
Arlene Krauss is the new grocery certificate liaison for the DAM.  Everyone buys groceries and when you purchase 
$25.00 food certificates, good at King Soopers, Safeway, and Albertson’s, 5% of every certificate goes to the volunteer 
special projects fund.  There is no expiration date on these certificates and change is given if the entire amount is not 
used.  They’re perfect for yourself, friends, and family.  It's a win-win situation for all. 
 

        
 

 
 WANTED: Nominations for the Cile Bach Award 
The Cile Bach Award is the highest honor a volunteer of the Denver Art Museum can receive.  We are looking for a 
volunteer who has leadership ability in a team setting, a quality of commitment, creativity and initiative.  Do you know 
anyone with these qualities?  If so, please pick up a nomination form in the Volunteer Office.  Nominations are due 
December 15, 2007. 
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Calendar of Events 

 
·  September 5, 2:00 – 3:00 ( Additional required training for VSC volunteers at 3:15 pm ) 
  September 6, 1:00 – 2:00         ( Additional required training for VSC volunteers at 2:15 pm ) 
  September 15, 10:00 – 11:00   ( Additional required training for VSC volunteers at 11:15 pm ) 
  ARTISANS & KINGS TALK & SLIDE SHOW by Melora McDermott-Lewis, Sharp Auditorium  
  Register through DAM University -- http://training.denverartmuseum.org  
 
· September 8, all day Saturday 
 The 18th Annual Friendship POW WOW – an American Indian Cul tural Celebration 
 Contact Alice Timmins if you would like to voluntee r – atimmins@denverartmuseum.org 
 
· September 12, 12:00 Wednesday, 6 th Floor Textile Gallery, North Building 
 Textile tour with Jane Mathews, Artist and Docent 
 Register through DAM University  -- http://training.denverartmuseum.org 
 
· September 18 – school tours begin 
 
·  October 22, 10:00 – 12:00 pm 
  All VOLUNTEER UPDATE -- coffee will be served in the atrium followed by talks in Sharp Auditorium 

   “Behind the Scenes of One-Artist Exhibitions” 
  Ann Daley, Associate Curator, Institute of Western American Art, on George Carlson 
  Dean Sobel, Director, Clyfford Still Museum, on c reating a one-artist museum.     
  Save the date – invitation forthcoming.  
 

·  November 1, 11:00 am – 2:00 pm  
  North Building, lower level 
  “CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS” sale of arts & crafts made  by staff and volunteers 
  Contact Meg at 720-865-5045 if you’d like to sell y our work. 
 
·  November 15, 10:00 – 12:30 pm  
  ACCESS DAY, Hamilton Building  

    
 
Coming in 2008 ………. 
 

· The American Association of Museums’ (AAM) annual meeting is coming to Denver April 27 – May 1, 2008, 
bringing with it the need for volunteers to help with everything from setting up the book store to greeting speakers 
and attendees.  In return for a 4-hour commitment, you’ll get a free day at the conference.  Sign-up and program 
information will be available in December.  Meanwhile, save the date! 

 
    
  

 
To share ideas, suggestions or concerns, contact ei ther: 
 
Jo Ann Schwartz, Volunteer President, at 720-865-5126, jschwartz@denverartmuseum.org 
Meg Morris-Aabakken, Volunteer Services Administrator, at 720-865-5045, mmorris@denverartmuseum.org 
Jennifer Younger, Gazette Editor, at 303-321-7856, jenniferfyounger@msn.com 
  


